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On February 4th and 5th, the Upstate New York Chapter, as a member of The National Multiple Sclerosis Society New York State MS Coalition Action Network (NYS MS CAN) participated in the 2008 Albany Public Policy Conference. The NYS MS CAN represents New York’s four NMSS Chapters and 34,000 families affected by MS in New York- one of nine states with the highest incidence of multiple sclerosis in the nation.  On February 4th volunteers and members of the NYS MS CAN participated in a debriefing of the 2008 legislative agenda facilitated by Randal Simonetti, Chapter President and CEO, and legislative representatives from Manatt, Phelps, & Phillips, LLP.  Guest speakers included Assemblymember Michelle Titus, Chair for the Assembly Task Force on People with Disabilities, as well as David Chatel, Executive Vice President of Advocacy with the National MS Society.  On February 5th several Chapter volunteers and staff hailing from the North Country, Albany, Buffalo and Rochester visited 15 of their representatives in the House and the Senate, as well as 5 key members of the Senate and House Majority and the Governor’s administrations.  Legislative agenda items included urging a full expansion of the Elderly Pharmaceutical Insurance Coverage Program (EPIC) to include people with disabilities, regardless of age, who meet income eligibility and expanding community-based long-term care and affordable, accessible housing options for people with disabilities.  Volunteers also had the opportunity to speak with legislators and their staff as hosts of the NYS MS CAN legislative breakfast, to which over 70 Assemblymembers and Senators reserved attendance.  Participating Chapter volunteers and staff included Eva Gigandet, Marla Eglowstein, George Hines, Joseph Miller, Patrick Vanderpool, Lou Ann Holt, Carol Rusinski, Deb Duminuco, Rich Hasselberg, Courtney Totter, MSSMC, Manager of Advocacy Programs and Services, Charity Shoen, Director of Programs and Services, and Program Coordinators, Laurie Booth-Trudo, and Lori Miner. For additional information about the 2008 Albany Public Policy Conference, or about how you can get involved in advocacy through the Upstate New York Chapter, please call 1.800.FIGHT MS/ 1.800.344.4867 or visit our website- www.msupstateny.org.
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